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N O pains or expence are ſpared in teaching 
man knowledge. Not ſo, in teaching it to 
woman. But why? Are women incapable 
of it? By no means, There have been in- 
ſtances to the contrary, in every age: there 
are many ſhining ones in the preſent. They 
are what they are by education. If ignorant, 


it is through want of inſtruction, not of 
capacity. 
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It may, perhaps, be ſaid, that they are of 
that ſex uſually ſtiled and allowed to be the 
weaker ſex. So much the more neceſlity 18 
there, then, for their being ſtrengthened and 
fortified by ſound precepts well inculcated, 
and good examples ſet before them. 


But do not women that are become learned, 
make themſelves ridiculous ? Perhaps they 
may ſometimes, for want of being taught 
the moſt uſeful part of learning, which is 
diſcretion. But though ſome do this, others 
do it not. They know how to manage their 
learning, when they have got it; and poſ- 
ſeſs it, as if they poſleſſed it not. 


Women, however, are not deſigned to govern 
the ſtate, or to command armies ; to plead in 
Weſtminſter-hall, or to preach in the Church; 
and therefore need not ſtudy the ſciences lead- 
ing to thoſe ſeveral profeſſions. But there are 
employments ſuited to them, and to which 
they ought to be ſuited; and no ſmall degree 
of knowledge is required to ſuit them. The 
knowledge that is neceſſary for men, may not 
be neceſſary for them; but they are not, 


for that reaſon, to be left in ignorance. 
A young 
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A young woman that is ignorant, will be 
idle, becauſe ſhe kriows not what to do; if ſhe 
is idle, ſhe will ſogn be miſerable, becauſe, 
throughout the world, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, happineſs conſiſts in employment; 
if ſhe is miſerable, ſhe will ſeek to relieve her 
miſery by wandering abroad, running after 
ſhews and diverſions. When ſhe is arrived 
thus far, ſhe may ſoon go farther ; ſhe may 
become vicious herſelf, and then moſt proba- 
bly will ſpend the reſt of her life in making 
others ſo, that have the misfortune to fall in 
her way. And how many theſe may be, 
who can ſay? The bad education of women 
doth generally even more miſchief than that 
of men; ſince the vices of men often pro- 
ceed either from the ill education they re- 
ceived at firſt from their mothers, or elſe 
from the paſſions which other women inſpire 
into them at a riper age. 


Female influence always has been and al- 
ways muſt be very great in the world; and 
therefore it is in the power of a well edu- 
cated woman, whatever be her ſtation, to do 
much good in it. 


How 
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How valuable to a family is a prudent 
and faithful /ervant of this ſex, and of what 
vaſt importance to the temporal intereſts of a 
maſter or miſtreſs has ſuch an one proved 
ſometimes to intereſts of an higher nature, 
Curious to this purpoſe is the ſtory told in 
the fifth chapter of the ſecond book of 
Kings. The Syrians had invaded the land of 
Iſrael, and, among other priſoners, had 
brought away captive a little maid, and 
ſhe waited on the wife of Naaman, the king 
of Syria's general, a man of high. renown, 
and in great favour at court, but afflicted 
with a terrible and loathſome difeaſe, the le- 
proſy, incurable by human means. This 
ſervant, who had been educated in the true 
religion, and therefore knew the power of the 
God of Iſrael, and the miracles wrought by 
the hands of his prophets, grieved at the un- 
happy condition of her new maſter, expreſſed 
her wiſhes to her miſtreſs that he would apply, 
for help, to Eliſha. © Would God” (ſaid the) 
« my lord were with the prophet that is in 
„ Samaria ; for he would recover him of his 
<* leproſy.” The words were ſo remarkable, 
that preſently, © one went in, and told his lord, 
« ſaying, thus and thus ſaid the maid, that is 

| « of 
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„of the land of Iſrael.“ The conſequence 
was, that the general took a journey to the 
prophet, and was not only cured of his le- 
proſy, but became a convert to the true reli- 
gion, and worſhipped the God of Eliſha. 
And how often have perſons in the higheſt 
ſtations been excited to good, or reſtrained 
from evil, at the inſtance or by the example 
of an inferior in the train of their own ſer- 
vants, who had been taught in early youth, 
what they perhaps had never learned, or, in 
the hour of paſſion, had forgotten ! 


The importance of female education will 
riſe in our opinion, if we confider women as 
perſons who may become ves, and mſtreſſes 
of families. In this fituation, they have du- 
ties to perform, which lie at the very founda- 
tion of human life; the ſupport or the ruin of 
families depends upon this conduct; they have 
the direction of houſehold affairs; they, con- 
ſequently, determine the greateſt concerns of 
mankind, and form the good or evil manners 
of almoſt all the world. A judicious woman, 
that is diligent and religious, is the very ſoul 
of a houſe; ſhe gives orders for the good 
things of this life, end for thoſe too of 


eternity. 
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eternity. Men themſelves, who have all the 
authority in public, cannot yet by their deli- 
berations eſtabliſh any effectual good, with- 
out the concurrent aſſiſtance of women to 
carry them into execution. Beſides their 
authority and their continual attendance in 
their houſes, they have the advantage of be- 
ing by nature careful, attentive to particulars, 
induſtrious, inſinuating, and perſuaſive. , And 
how can the men hope for any content in 
life, if their ſtricteſt friendſhip and alliance, 
which is that of marriage, be turned into 
diſappointment and bitterneſs ? 


But a matter of more weight is ſtill be- 
hind. As mothers, women have, for ſome 
time, and that the moſt critical time too, the 
care of the education of their children of both 
ſorts, who, in the next age, are to make up the 
great body of the world. And as the health 
and ſtrength, or ſickneſs and weakneſs of our 
bodies, are very much owing to their methods 
of treating us when we were young; ſo the 
ſoundneſs or folly of our minds are not leſs 
owing to thoſe firſt tempers and ways of think- 
ing, which we eagerly received from the love, 
tender, authority, and conſtant converſa- 

tion 
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tion of our mothers. As we call our firſt 
language our mother tongue, ſo we may as 
juſtly call our firſt tempers our mother tem- 
pers ; and perhaps it may be found more eaſy 
to forget the language than to part entire- 
ly with thoſe tempers, which we learnt in the 
nurſery. 


That mothers, where they themſelves have 
been well inſtructed, are more capable than 
men, of teaching their children, will appear 
from theſe conſiderations—Firſt, from their 
circumſtances and condition of life : they are 
more within doors; have more time to ſpare ; 
are beſt acquainted with their children's tem- 
pers; and always have them in their eye. 
Secondly, they have an advantage from their 
own make and frame of mind; they are ge- 
nerally more apprehenſive of danger, and of 
what may come hereafter, than men are. 
This makes them more concerned for their 
children's everlaſting welfare, and ſolicitous 
to teach them what they know themſelves. 
Then, they are of a milder diſpoſition ; can 
bear with their children's infirmities, and 
correct them with a tenderneſs which even re- 
commends a neceſſary ſeverity. By this means 

ET = their 
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their children come to love them, and to be 
fond of their inſtruction, and to imitate their 
example. Beſides all this, they are more pa- 
tient of this kind of labour than men are. 
It is not the child's dulneſs, nor the neceſ- 
ſity of often repeating the ſame things, that 
will weary or diſcourage the pious mother, 
And, which is not to be omitted, ſhe has an 
opportunity of ſeeing whether her inſtructions 
are apprehended and followed ; of deſtroying 
vices, while they are in the bud; as alſo, of 
encouraging every commendable word and 
action, in its ſeaſon. 


In one word — The mothers have an oppor- 
tunity, both by their inſtruction and example, 
of fixing ſuch laſting impreſſions upon their 
children's minds, as, by the bleſſing of God 
upon their endeavours, neither the iniquity 
df the age, nor the enemy of mankind, ſhall 
ever be able to blot out“. 1 8 
| Some 


* « A proper and effectual education of the female ſex is 
« one of the very firſt ſteps to be taken for the effec- 
“ tual improvement and civilization of the whole empire. 
« For children fall inevitably into the hands and under 
« the care of women, in their infant ſtate ; therefore their 


„ fjrſk 
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Some very remarkable facts, confirming 
what has been ſaid, deſerve your utmoſt at- 


tention. 


At this day, the children of Jews are always 
under the mother's care and inſtruction, if 
living, till they come to a certain age; during 
which time, they are taught to read the law, 
and ſo well inſtructed in its worth, and aim, 
and meaning, that they are very hardly, if 
ever, brought over to Chriſtianity, either by 
the temporal or ſpiritual advantages which at- 
tend it. 


One of the deputies, at the ſynod of Dort, 
informed that aſſembly, that in his country 
there was ſcarce a perſon, how poor and mean 
ſoever his condition was, but could read, and 
give a tolerable account of his faith. This, 
he ſaid, was owing chiefly to the great care 
that had been taken to inſtruct the women, 

B 2 | who 


— 


« firſt and ſtrongeſt impreſſions will be good or bad, ſalu- 
c tary or deſtructive, according to the morals, character, 
& and conduct of thoſe women, under whoſe carly tuition 
ce they may fall.“ Dr. Brown's ſketch of a plan of legiſ- 
lation for the Ruſſian empire, given in the Biographia Bri- 
tannica. Vol. ii. 664. 2d. edit. 
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who, when they came to be mothers, ſcarce 
ever failed to inſtruct their children. 


St. Paul, addreſſing himſelf to his beloved 
Timothy, has theſe remarkable words“ That 
4 may be filled with joy, when I call to re- 
© membrance the unfeigned faith that is in 
<« thee, which dwelt firſt in thy grandmother 
“Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am 
« perſuaded that in thee alſo.” You ſee, that 
the faith and piety, here commended and glo- 
ried in, were continued and propagated in the 
family by the women chiefly, That“ unfeign- 
% faith,” and that zeal for the glory of God, 
which was found in Timothy, and which qua- 
lified him for a Biſhop or Overſeer in the 
church of God, was derived to him from his 
mother and grandmother, whoſe inſtruction and 
example he followed; and ſo became an in- 
ſtrument of great good to the world. 


Nor are examples wanting among ourſelves 
of virtue and piety, the fear and the bleſſing 
of God, continued in families for many gene- 
rations, by the religious care and concern of 


mothers, that have had a chriſtian education; 
who, however they may excuſe themſelves from 
{ome 
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ſome other labours, which attend the bringing 
up of their children, if they neglect his, are 
inexcuſable; neither the tenderneſs of their 
conſtitution, nor the care of their families 
(much leſs the pleaſures of the world); nei- 
ther their quality on the one hand, nor their 
poverty on the other, will ever free them from 
the guilt, and infamy, and curſe, which will at- 
tend thoſe, who ſhall ſuffer their children to grow 
up, without principles, and without morality. 


To the foregoing conſiderations it may be 
added, that virtue is not more the buſineſs 
of men, than it is of women, who are the one 
half of the human race, redeemed by the pre- 
cious blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and deſigned for 
eternal life. They are to live for themſelves; 
they have as great a ſhare in the rational na- 
ture as men have; they have as much reaſon 
to pretend to, and as much neceſſity to aſpire 
after, the higheſt accompliſhments of a chriſ- 
tian and ſolid virtue, as the graveſt and wiſeſt 
among chriſtian philoſophers. When we ſpoil 
them by a wrong education, we ſpoil that 
part of the world, which would otherwiſe, per- 
haps, furniſh moſt inſtances of an eminent and 


exalted goodneſs ; ſince they are naturally poſ- 
ſeſled 


& 

| 

| * 
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ſeſſed of tempers and diſpoſitions, which, if 
duly improved by proper ſtudies, and ſober 


methods of education, would, in all probabi- 


lity, carry them to greater heights of piety, 
than are to be found among the generality of 
men. That women have no ſouls, is an 
aſſertion, which might proceed from the teach- 
er of a falſe religion: by the Founder of the 
true, they are regarded in a very different light. 
To them were communicated the firſt tidings 
of his reſurrection, and they had the honour 
to be appointed apoſtles to the apoſtles them- 
ſelves. 

Whether, therefore, we conſider the capa- 
cities of women for attaining knowledge ; or 
the fad conſequences of their being left in ig- 
norance, their influence on ſociety, as ſervants, 
as wives, as mi greſſes of families, and as mo- 
tbers ; or their conſtituting the one half” of the 
human race, redeemed by the precious blood of 
Feſus Chriſt, and deſigned for eternal life ; every 
way is evident the great importance of form- 
inz the female character by education.—To 
exhibit a picture of that character, as it ought 


to appear, when formed, was the 


II. Thing 


/ 
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II. Thing propoſed. —The picture with which 
I ſhall preſent you, among other advantages, 
has that of antiquity. It was drawn by a maſ- 
terly hand near three thouſand years ago. It 
may be neceſlary therefore to remove ſome of 
the effects of time, and retouch the lines that 
have been clouded and obſcured by length of 
years; in plain terms, to explain ſome parts 
of 'the deſcription, which relate to antient 
manners and cuſtoms, and ſhew how they 
may be uſefully applied to thoſe of our own 
age and country. The deſcription I mean, 
is that, left us of a virtuous woman, by the 
wiſeſt of men, in the laſt chapter of the book 
of Proverbs; a deſcription, which all mothers 
and miſtreſſes ſhould teach the female pupils 
under their care, to read, and learn by heart. 


Prov. xxxi. 10. Who can find a virtuous 
« woman ? For her price is far above rubies.” 
Such an one is to be found, but not without 
ſome care and dihgence in the ſearch. She 
is well worth. the pains taken in the forming 
her, and more to be valued by her happy poſ- 
ſeſlor, than the brighteſt diamond in the mines 
of the Ealt, 


— The 


Gann, 
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11.— The heart of her huſband doth 
« ſafely truſt in her, ſo that he ſhall have no 
* need of ſpoil.” A well nurtured woman is 
man's beſt and trueſt friend. Her fidelity is 
inviolable as the covenant of the moſt High, 
and her purity unſullied as the light of heaven. 
Abſent, as well as preſent, her huſband re- 
lies upon her, for the preſervation of his poſ- 
ſeſſions, and of herſelf, the deareſt and moſt 
precious of all. With ſuch a ſteward at home, 
freed from care and anxiety he goes forth to 
his own employment, whatever it may be. 
He has no occaſion to rob others by ſea or 
land ; to plunder provinces, or ſtarve nations. 
Inſtead of her ſquandering his ſubſtance to 
gratify her own vanity and folly, the œco- 
nomy of his wife furniſhes the ſupplies, and 
nothing is wanting in due time and place. 


12.—“ She will do him good, and not evil, 
« all the days of her life.” —She will never 
abuſe this confidence repoſed in her, but en- 
deavour to render herfelf daily more and 
more worthy of it. And even f her endea- | 
vours ſhould not always meet with the deſired 
ſucceſs; if the good man ſhould tometimes 


happen to be a little out of ſpirits, or out of 
temper, 
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temper, ſhe will not therefore become ſo too. 
Her chearfulneſs will revive and reſtore him. 
She will ſtill © do him good and not evil, 
while he lives; and if ſhe ſurvive him, will 
continue to ſhew the ſame kind attention and 
regard to his family, and to his character. My 
« Servius” (ſaid the Roman Valeria, holding 
in her arms the urn which contained the aſhes 
of her huſband—my Servius) © though dead to 
«© the reſt of the world, can never be other- 


« wile than alive to me.“ 


Solomon's deſcription of a virtuous woman 
conſiſts of twenty-two verſes. It is well wor- 
thy your obſervation, that eleven of theſe verſes 
(half the number) are taken up in ſetting forth 
her induſiry, and the effects of it. I ſhall re- 
cite all theſe together, that you may ſee what 
a variety of magnificent language 1s made uſe 
of, to deſcribe her difterent employments, to 
recommend ſimplicity of manners, and make 
good houſewifery and honeſt labour to be 
admired, in the rich and noble, as well as 
the poor and obſcure among women. For 
you muſt bear in mind, that in works of 
the ſeveral kinds here mentioned, queens and 
princeſſes of old time, diſdained nor to be oc- 

:C cupied. 
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cupied. Tou will likewiſe be pleaſed to con- 
ſider, that if the rich are exempted from the 
neceſſity of working for themſelves, they can- 
not be better employed than in working for 
the poor; ſince © the coats and garments', 
made by the charity of Dorcas, were judged 
the beſt proofs of her goodneſs, that could be 
ſubmitted to the inſpection of an apoſtle.” 


cc 


1 3.—* She ſeeketh wool and flax, and work- 
eth willingly with her hands. 19. She lay- 
eth her hands to the ſpindle, and her hands 
hold the diſtaf 17. She girdeth her loins 
with ſtrength, and ſtrengtheneth her arms. 
1 5. She riſeth alſo, while it is yet night, 
and giveth meat to her houſehold, and a 
portion to her maidens. 27. She looketh 
well to the ways of her houſehold, and eat- 
eth not the bread of idleneſs. 21. She is 


not afraid of the ſnow for her houſehold, 


for they are all clothed with double gar- 
ments. 22. She maketh herſelf coverings 
of tapeſtry, her clothing is ſilk and purple. 
24. She maketh fine linen, and ſelleth it, 
and delivereth girdles to the merchant. 18. 
She perceiveth that her merchandiſe is good: 


her candle goeth not out by night. 14. 
„. She 
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« She is like the merchant ſhips, ſhe bringeth 
c her food from afar. 16. She conſidereth 
« a field, and buyeth it; with the fruit of 
“ her hands ſhe planteth a vineyard.“ - On 
account of this her marvellous and uncea- 
ſing diligence, with the many and great ad- 
vantages derived thereby to her family, well 
may it be ſaid, as it 18 ſaid of her 25. © Strength 
“ and honour are her cloathing, and ſhe ſhall 
4 rejoice in time to come,” 


But the honour is not confined to herſelf. 
It extendeth to her friend and companion in 
life; 23. © Her huſband 1s known 1n the gates, 
% when he ſitteth among the elders of the 
« land” —that is, he is known as her hutband ; 
as a man bleſſed with ſuch a wife; as indebt- 
ed, perhaps, for his promotion, to the wealth 
acquired by her management at home (for ho- 
nours are ſeldom open to the poor); for the 
{ſplendor and elegance of his apparel, to the 
labour of her hands; and, it may be, for the 
preſervation and eſtabliſhment of his virtue 
and integrity, to the encouragement, in all 
that is holy, and juſt, and good, furniſhed by 
her example, as well as by her converſation, 
the nature of which 1s thus deſcribed. 

| C-2 26.—“ She 
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26.—* She openeth her mouth with wil- 
dom, and in her tongue is the law of kind- 
« neſs.” She thinks before ſhe ſpeaks ; and 
therefore neither introduces a bad ſubject, nor 
difgraces a good one by an improper manner 
of diſcourſing upon it. And as charity reigns 
in her heart, nothing that is uncharitable pro- 
ceeds out of her mouth: all is lenient and 
healing. To expreſs the whole in few words, 
the ſays nothing that is foohih, and nothing 
that is ill- natured. But her charity i 18 ben 
in deeds as well as words. 


20. She ſtretcheth out her hand to the 
« Poor; yea, ſhe reacheth forth her hands to 
the needy.” This is yet another good ef- 
fect of her economy and management. She 
is not only able to provide plentifully for her 
houſehold, but has always ſomething in ſtore 
for the poor. Since what avails a charitable 
diſpoſition, where vanity, folly, and extrava- 
gance have taken away the power to exert it? 
In vain is “ the hand ſtretched out,” when 
there is notlüng in it. 


Having duly conſidered this finiſhed charac- 
ter of the virtuous woman, we ſhall not be ſur- 


priſed 
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priſed at the praiſe beſtowed upon it, in the 
remaining verſes of the chapter. 


28.—“ Her children riſe up, and call her 
pleſſed; her huſband alſo, and he praiſeth 
her, ſaying, 29. Many daughters have 
* done virtuouſly ; but thou excelleſt them 
* all.” Happy the children of ſuch a mother; 
they will be hving proofs of the care taken by 
her in their education, when {he taught them 
to walk, by the paths of honour and virtue, 
to the manſions of reſt and glory. Happy the 
huſband of ſuch a wife, who ſees all things 
proſper under her direction, and the bleſſing 
of heaven derived to his family through her. 
They will all join in proclaiming, that among 
women who do well, honour is chiefly due to 
the virtuous and diligent wife, the affectionate 
and ſenſible mother. 


30.—“ Favour,” or rather,“ gracefulneſs is 
« deceitful, and beauty is vain; but a woman 
& that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed.” 
A graceful perſon, and a ſet of fine features, 
are valuable things, but they are not always 
to be truſted ; they may conceal tempers and 


diſpoſitions very different from thoſe one 
| ſhould 
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ſhould have expected to find: and bitterer than 
wormwood muſt then be the diſappointment 
of the man, who has been directed in his choice 
by no other conſiderations. This, I ſay, may 
be the caſe. It is not often ſo, let us hope. 
God forbid it ſhould. The face ought to be 
an index to the mind, and when all is fair 
without, as it is ſaid of the king's daughter 
in the pſalm, all thould be glorious within.” 


But let beauty have its due praiſe, and ſup- 


poſe what you will of it—ſuppoſe all that 
the poets ſay of it be true: ſtill, the wiſe 
man tells you, it is vain, it is in its nature 
tranſient, fleeting, periſhing; it is the flower 
of the ſpring, which muſt fade in autumn; 
and when the bloſſom falls, if no fruit ſuc- 
ceed, of what value, I pray you, is the tree? 
The grave is already opening for the moſt ele- 
gant perſon that moves, and the worms are 
in waiting to feed on rhe faireſt face that is 
beholden. Labour, then, for that which en- 
dureth for ever: let your chief pains be be- 
ſtowed on that part of the human compoſition, 
which ſhall flouriſh in immortal youth, when 
the world and all that is in it ſhall diſappear, 
and come no more into mind, A woman 

that 
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« that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſ- 
«* > 


31.—“ Give her of the fruit of her hands 
« and let her own works praiſe her in the 
gates.“ 


The crown, which her own hands have 
thus formed, ſhall be placed upon her head, 
as it were by general conſent, even in this 
life, and her good deeds, celebrated in the pub- 
lic aſſemblies, ſhall diffuſe an ardour grateful 
as the ſmell of Eden, as the cloud of frankin- 
cenſe aſcending from the holy altar. When 
her taſk is ended, the anſwer of a good con- 
ſcience, and the bleſſings of all around, ſweet- 
er than the ſweeteſt muſic, ſhall chant her 
to repoſe; till, awakened on the great morn- 
ing of the world, deſcending angels ſhall in- 
troduce this daughter of Jeruſalem into the 
Joy of her Lord. 
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